Necrotising fasciitis is a life-threatening bacterial infection characterised by necrosis of subcutaneous tissue and underlying fascia, with rapid spread of the infection and inflammation along fascial planes. It rarely involves the face and periorbital region. 1 Early diagnosis and prompt treatment are essential to prevent the high morbidity and mortality associated with this condition.
Twenty-four hours later his temperature had lysed and he felt much better but the dark area in the upper lid had worsened and looked necrotic and crusted (Fig. 2) . The history was misleading in this case because of trauma, but the signs of necrotising fasciitis were unmistakable within 24 h of injury. It must be emphasised that diagnosis must be made clinically because late diagnosis increases the mortality. We seek to reiterate the importance of early treatment with high dose intravenous antibiotics, including penicillin, which in this case limited the extent of infection and reduced the need for extensive debridement and reconstruction.
